The Quarter.
be equally incapable of dispute.
It is that, taken in connection with its physical configuration, the geographical position of Afghanistan in relation to India is such that its occupation by a Power at once strong and hostile would be attended by consequences of a kind which the rulers of India are bound for the sake of self preservation to avert. Without risking a single man in actual offensive warfare, such a Power might by the' sheer force of its presence, compel the rulers of India to elect between retiring behind the Indus and maintaining in their trans-Indus provinces, fully equipped and disposed for war, armies at least three times as numerous in the aggregate, as those at its own disposal for the purpose of invasion.
Tbe circumstances on which the truth of this proposition depends have been ably set forth by a writer in the Englishman of the first inst., and we must say, his arguments appear to us to be incontrovertible.
*< Whether for offence or defence, a state having a mountain frontier against strong or warlike neighbours, is only mistress of the situation when it holds the passes of the chain in their entirety. If the mountain barrier be of no great length, or if it be narrow, then other considerations may be allowed full weight. A river never divides races. But a water-parting, is more often than not race-parting, and a speech-parting as well. When this is the case, and the mountain range is neither long nor deep, then it is perhaps best, in the event of war, for the army of the state acting on the defensive, to take up such a position as shall compel an enemy debouching from the hills to form front to a flank. In such a case, he must accept a battle and win it, for if he lose, his ruin must of necessity be complete. The advantages of a mountain barrier are that it enables the defence to retard an advance by occupying the passes, and confines an enemy to a few and difficult lines of supply. But as we have said, this refers only to the 'case of a range of moderate depth and inferior length. Even then so valuable are the uses of mountains as a screen to military movements, that the balance of advantage is with the assailant
Now the Suleiman chain on the north-western frontier of India offers a special study, not only to military men, but to statesmen. It is, first, of great length, it is also of great depth, and, lastly, it does not divide races or languages- In length from north to south, it approaches 400 miles. It varies considerably in width, and forms towards India an immense bastion front behind which an enemy might mature his plans in perfect security, and then advance from either flank of the bastion by the natural sorties iOf the passes leading from Kandahar or K&bul. The mere effort to observe this front "would compel India to assemble at least two armies,